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WALTER PERCY SLADEN, F.L.S., F.G.S., F.Z.S. 
BORN AT MEERCLOUGH HOUSE, HALIFAX, YORKSHIRE, 30TH JUNE, 1 8 4 9 ; 
DIED AT FLORENCE, ITALY, 1 1 T H JUNE, 1900. 
In his prime, endowed with rich mental gifts, a refined and 
lovable nature, happy in his family life, beloved of his friends, 
respected by all who knew him, bountifully favoured by fortune, 
with abundant and precious material collected together sufficient 
for years of scientific research—suddenly, the bright light of his 
genius was extinguished at Florence, on 11th June , 1900. 
We, who held him so dear, have in the death of W . Percy 
Sladen to mourn the loss of the most bri l l iant and most 
promising of our l i t t le circle of Yorkshire naturalists. 
An appreciative and able memoir appeared in Nature of 12th 
Ju l y , 1900, from the pen of his friend Dr. G. B. Howes. I t is 
l i tt le we can add to that memoir ; perhaps, however, something 
more may be said as to his earlier years with which his 
distinguished southern friends were less acquainted. 
In the sixties and early seventies, several ardent lovers of 
Nature met together from time to time at the Hal ifax Museum, 
and at each other's residences, to compare notes, to exchange 
ideas, and to discuss Evolution, the origin of species, the work 
of Darwin, Huxley, and Tyndall, which at that day engaged the 
attention of the scientific world ; but not content with mere 
discussion, material for study was obtained, and under the skilled 
instruction of the late A . Campbell (curator to the Halifax 
Museum, and one time assistant to Professor Jamieson, of 
Edinburgh), dissections were made and skeletons prepared of 
apes, parrots, snakes, crocodiles, fishes, and other animals, and 
a practical acquaintance with type-structures acquired. The 
specimens in the Museum were compared with fossil forms; 
dredging excursions were made by the friends conjointly or 
separately ( t j investigate marine forms, especially invertebrates) 
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to Tenby, Milford Haven, the Cumbraes, Port-rush, Belfast Bay, 
Weymouth, and the Isle of Man. Some members of the l i t t le 
fraternity possessed first class microscopes, and so histology and 
micro-organisms were not neglected ; in all this delightful and 
happy work every month had its discovery where all was new, 
and none was more diligent, none expressed clearer ideas, none 
studied the foreign l i terature relative to his work mqre enthusi-
astically or more profitably than Percy Sladen. 
As a boy Sladen was playfully dubbed by his schoolfellows 
" the Astronomer Roya l ; " indeed he was always an organiser and 
a leader. For many years his motto might well have been 
" Something of everything," until he finally added to it " Every-
thing of something." When Mr. Carruthers lectured before the 
local Literary and Philosophical Society on the microscopic 
structure of the plants of the Coal Measures, it was our friend 
who prepared sections, with the aid of an old saw and a slab 
of stone, to the required thinness, and then demonstrated their 
vegetable ana tomy; i t was he who first introduced us to the 
graptolites and entomostraca of the Palaeozoic rocks, and explained 
the foraminifera and polycystina from deep sea dredgings; it was 
he who, along with his intimate friend Mr. John Stubbins, 
F.R.M.S. , first explained to us the niceities of microscopic 
illuminations, and taught us to prepare and mount microscopic 
objects. 
Never to be forgotten is a visit to Tenby, when for the first 
time the circulation in ascidians (Clavellina) was presented to our 
wondering eyes. Charmed with Sladen's beautiful sketches made 
on the spot, and with his description of the structures he 
demonstrated, we hung over the instrument until the early hours 
of dawn. I t is probable that his observations on the abundant 
material collected at Tenby and at Milford Haven determined 
his selection of the Echinodermata as the group about which he 
determined to know everything of something. 
The star-fish, sea urchins, and ophiurids were found plentifully, 
both as to species and specimens ; many interesting questions 
were raised and discussed respecting the structure and functions 
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of these interesting creatures, and the foundation laid of his 
future extensive and minute knowledge of the group. The steady, 
quiet work of this and following years was a real preparation for 
the production of his magnum opus on the Challenger Astervideo,, 
which secured for him a foremost place among echinodermists of 
the world. 
I t has been said that he never attended a regular academic 
course of instruction on the branch of science in which he became 
eminent ; that is also true of many of the most eminent men of 
every place and a g e ; but he learned his lesson in the true 
university, that of Nature, and not only knew the dry bones of 
his subject but also, what is not so common, he knew the 
structure, habits, and habitats of the subjects of his loving 
study. Nor were preliminary and auxi l iary studies wanting : his 
practical acquaintance with chemistry, botany, zoology, and 
modern languages was more than elementary, and his skill in 
microscopic manipulation and drawing was great. 
Percy Sladen came of an old Yorkshire family which for 
generations was associated with the Hal ifax d i s t r ic t ; in his 
native town he was held in great respect, and held several 
honourable scientific positions. The Hal ifax Literary and Philo-
sophical Society found in him a most efficient secretary; he was 
connected int imately with the Halifax Scientific Society (mainly 
founded through the instrumental i ty of Dr. Sollas, F.R.S. , of 
Oxford), and rendered valuable scientific service as an honorary 
curator of the Halifax Museum. In all the work he undertook 
he acquired the character and reputation of being painstaking, 
thorough, and always re l iable ; superficiality and pretence he 
a lways detested. A Fellow of the Geological, Zoological, and 
Linnsean Societies of London, he was for ten years secretary 
to the last named society, and for some time held the post of 
vice-president, whilst for eighteen years he acted as the British 
Association Committee's secretary to the Zoological Station at 
Naples. 
In the year 1877 his studies extended further afield, when 
he paid a, visit of some months' duration to the celebrated 
M 
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Zoological Station at Naples, where he was much encouraged 
by the lively sympathy of its bril l iant head, Dr. Anton Dohrn. 
Diligently he collected the marine fauna of the Mediterranean, 
and perfected his methods of preserving and investigating marine 
organisms, and thus became specially fitted for the post of 
secretary of the British Association Committee, and to report 
on the work done at the station. In this year, too, we find 
him, in conjunction with his friend Professor P. Mart in Duncan, 
M.B., F.R.S. , publishing the results of his examination of the 
Echinodermata collected by the Arct ic expedition 1875-6, fol-
lowed by further papers on the Echinoderms collected by Captain 
Sir G. S. Nares' expedition to the Polar Seas, and on the Echino-
derms of the Arctic Sea of West Greenland. 
In 1878 his first paper appeared in the Proceedings of the 
Royal Society for that year. I t was on Astrophiura, a new and 
remarkable creature, which in the following year was described 
by him in the Annals and Magazine of Natural History and in 
the Zoologische Anzeiger. In 1878 his first communication to our 
own Journal on the Genus Poteriocrinus and allied forms appeared. 
In 1879 appear papers on the Asieroidea and Echinoidea of the 
Korean Sea, his first Palseontological paper to the Geological 
Society of London on Lepidodiscus Lebouri, and his first report 
for the British Association Committee on the Zoological Station 
at Naples, the precursor of annual reports which extended to 
the year 1898. By this time his exact knowledge as a specialist 
was widely recognised, and collections from various quarters 
were placed in his hands for description ; in 1880 he describes 
echinoderms of the Barents Sea, followed by a paper on the 
occurrence of Pedicellaster in the far north, and another paper 
to the Yorkshire Geological and Polytechnic Society, the title 
being " On Traces of Ancient Relations in the Structures of the 
Asteroidea." 
The year 1882 was for him of great educational importance 
in relation to his echinodermic researches, for he now made 
a tour of the European Museums, and during his travels he 
found time to correspond with the little fraternity a t Halifax. 
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In reply to an expression of regret a t his absence from one of 
its proposed gatherings, and a hope that he might be present in 
spirit (I) he sympathetically replied, enclosing one of his inimitable 
comic pen and ink sketches, displaying himself and each member 
of the Club preserved in jars of spirit, and each characteristically 
labelled with a suitable droll name of his own invention. 
His European visit yielded him a wealth of material and 
copious notes and drawings, to be in part a t least worked up in 
his memoir of the Asteroidea of H.M.S. "Cha l l enger" expedition. 
The year of his foreign tour saw the publication of his description 
of the Asteroidea dredged during the course of the " Knight 
Errant,'"' as well as the first part of his monograph of the Fossil 
Echinoidea, which was extended in four more year ly parts, and 
published in conjunction with his friend Dr. Duncan, in the 
Palseontographical Society's Volumes, 1881-1885. 
To the grief of the Hal ifax circle, in 1883 Sladen left to 
reside at Ewell, near London. This nearness to the great heart 
of intellectual activity proved of great advantage to him by 
bringing him into more direct intercourse with the leaders of 
scientific thought, among whom he soon made some stimulating 
and lasting friendships. 
Aga in we find collections committed to him for description, 
this time from the Faroe Channel. In the words of Professor 
Howes, " these reports mostly deal with whole collections, and 
include reports on those made in the Arctic Region in 1875-1876, 
on those of the ' Alert , ' ' Knight Errant, ' and ' Triton,' as also 
those made in the Faroe Channel, the Korean Sea, and the Mergui 
Archipelago. In each Sladen produced good results, as in the 
discovery of genera such as Micraster and Rhegaster; and what 
more natural, therefore, than that he should have been entrusted 
with the working out of the Asteroidea collected by H.M.S. 
' Challenger,' the report upon which was the crowning achieve-
ment of his life." 
During the next ten years he produced the chief work of 
his l i f e : paper follows paper, each exhibiting trained powers, 
careful work, and original thought. In 1883 he contributed to 
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the Journal of the Linnsean Soeiety a communication on the 
Asteroidea of H.M.S. "Cha l lenger ;" a description of Mimaster, 
a new genus from the Faroe Channel ; the British Association 
Report on the Scottish Zoological Station (1881-2-3) ; and 
a monograph of the Tertiary Echinoidea of Kachh and Kat tywar 
appear the same year. In 1884 he wrote on the homologies of 
primary larval plates, of the test of Brachiate Echinoderms, and 
on the classificatory position of Hemiaster elongatus. In 1885 
appears in the narrat ive of the cruise of H.M.S. "Cha l l enger" 
a genera] summary of the Asteroidea collected during the 
expedition, and a paper in the Linnean Society's Journal on the 
family Arbaciadce. In 1886 he continued bibliographical notices 
on the Crinoidea, etc., which were commenced the previous 
y e a r ; issued his monograph of the Fossil Echinoidea of the 
coast of Beluchistan (Palasontologia Indica) ; and a paper on the 
anatomy of the perignathic girdle and other parts of the test of 
Discoidea cylindrica. In 1887 he published in the Annals and 
Magazine of Natural History his views on some points in the 
morphology and classification of Saleniidm. In 1888 were given 
in the same magazine his objections to the genera Pseudopky-
gaulus, Trachyaster, and Ditremaster. In 1889 appeared the 
Report on the Asteroidea collected by H.M.S. " Chal lenger" 
during the year 1873-1876. We do not pretend to estimate the 
scientific value of this truly superb work, but content ourselves 
with quoting from one far better qualified by his critical abi l i ty 
to do s o : — " This magnificent work of 900 pages, with its 
accompanying at las of 118 plates, ranks among the most masterly 
and exhaustive of the ' Chal lenger ' volumes. Before taking it 
seriously in hand, Sladen visited every museum in Europe (with 
one exception) which was known to contain star fishes of 
importance; and, as pointed out by the editor in its preface, it 
is a monograph of the whole group. The labour iiwolved in its 
production was prodigious ; and its interest is enhanced by the 
fact that the bulk of it was written between the hours of 
9 p.m. and those of early morning, often after a day's occupation 
with other affairs. The extension of the family Pterasteridae 
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and the great addition to our knowledge of the deep sea forms 
are its most salient characters ; but we know not which to 
admire most, the body of the work, with its laborious descriptions 
of individual forms, or the supplemental part, in which there 
is given a list of every known species, with a record of i t s 
bathymetric distribution. Elementary student and expert stand 
alike indebted to him for this monumental work, indispensable 
to progress in the knowledge of the subject with which i t deals. 
Generic names l ike Benthaster and Marsipaster are sufficiently 
significant in themselves. Proceeding to classification, Sladen made 
good use of the marginal and ambulacral plates, and his sub-
division into the sub-classes Euasteroidea and Palceasteroidea, with 
the ordinal divisions to which he was led, has withstood the test 
of time, and become the adopted classification of the better text 
books, as for example those of Lang and Gregory. In this his 
influence on the progress of science will live, and i t is a matter 
of profound gratification that only a short time before his death 
he gave expression to the satisfaction this afforded him." 
His last memoirs were published in the Palaeontographical 
Society's volumes for 1890 and 1893, and were on the Cretaceous 
Asteroids. 
In the year 1890 he married Constance, elder daughter of 
the late Dr. W . C. Anderson, of York, a union of heart and 
mind, yielding a bright and tender sympathy which strengthened 
and stimulated him in his life's work. On 14th February, 1898, 
his uncle, Mr. John Dawson, died, leaving him Northbrook, his 
beautiful home in Devonshire. 
The friends of Sladen's youth and early manhood appreciated, 
as indeed all who were brought in contact with him must have 
done, his clear and logical powers of mind and refined na tu re ; 
amongst the Yorkshire natural ists who met him again and again 
in scientific fellowship and communion, his judgment was highly 
prized; the late J . W . Davis, F.G.S., his friend and neighbour, 
Thos. Hick, B.A., B . S c , John Stubbins, F.R.M.S. , Geo. Brooke, 
F.G.S., G. H. Parke, F.L.S., C. P. Hobkirk, F.L.S. , and W . Cash 
were amongst this privileged band. 
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Where once we held debate, a band 
Of youthful friends, on mind and art, 
And labour, and the changing mart, 
And all the framework of the land. 
When one would aim an arrow fair, 
But send it slackly from the string ; 
And one would pierce an outer ring, 
And one an inner, here and there ; 
And last the master bowman, he, 
Would clear the mark, a willing ear we lent him. 
I t has been said that the man of science should have no 
master, but he may have his admirations ; Sladen's were for the 
best—Darwin, Huxley, Lyell , and Tyndall ; in love of truth, 
devotion to science, and goodness of heart, in honour he was of 
them. The end and aim of his life was truth. 
Somewhat conservative, he had no great love of popular 
science, yet he gave more than one lecture which was appreciated 
by the people. Genial and companionable, he yet loved solitary 
working, and held that " Good work is best done alone." 
He was a great lover of good l iterature and of a r t ; his 
l ibrary is rich in rare books and manuscripts ; we remember how 
he prized the old editions of his books and the first instruments 
he worked with ; nothing could induce him to part with any of 
them; his specimens were his treasures, and he would often 
remark that imperfect and broken specimens, and even portions 
of specimens, i l lustrated points which might otherwise be over-
looked ; they were all indispensable to his work. 
His charity was genuine and unostentatious; his gift of 
£2,000 to insure the Yeomanry and Volunteers going to the 
front in South Africa was only a public instance ; many private 
acts of benevolence are only known to the recipients. 
Much material was in his hands await ing that renewed 
strength and energy which i t was hoped his visit to I ta ly would 
give him. Cretaceous Echinoderms and the spoils of the 
" Albat ross" expedition for description among the re s t ; but it 
was not to be. That competent naturalists, imbued with Sladen's 
genius, may be found to describe them, is a consummation devoutly 
to be wished. W M . CASH. 
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